Television News Information Chart

Directions: Over the next two days you are going to be focusing on watching television news broadcasts on major news network stations as well as your local news station.  On day 1, please watch 1 hour of a major news station (Fox News, CNN, MSNBC, HLN etc).  On day 2, please watch a local news broadcast (the station number will differ depending on your location in the state but make sure it’s ABC, NBC, or CBS).  For each day, complete the related column on the worksheet below.  Pay close attention to the stories being discussed on the broadcasts and the format of the programing.

	 
	Station #1 (Major News Station)
	Station #2 (Local News Station)

	What were the call letters of the station? (Fox News, MSNBC, KDKA, KYW) 
	
	

	Who is the target audience?
	
	

	What stories did the news broadcast discuss?
	
	

	How did the news stories differ between the major news station and the local news station?
	
	

	Were there any “field” reporters used?  Why?  How did they interact with the anchor?
	
	

	How long was spent on:  (in minutes - estimate) 

1. international 

2. national  

3. local  

4. sports 

5. weather 

6. commercials
	
	

	What were some of the products advertised during commercials?  How did the products or services being advertised differ?
	
	

	Did you notice any bias in the news broadcast?  Please explain.
	
	

	What visuals were used? Set? Graphics? Charts?

Tone of newscast?
	
	


